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My condolences to the family of former CJI Sri R C Lahoti
ji. With his demise we have lost an eminent jurist, and
one who passionately worked for expeditious justice to
the underprivileged. His life shall serve as an inspiration
for many.

Himanta Biswa Sarma
Chief Minister of Assam
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Dear Bhabhi ji,
| was deeply distressed to hear about the
sad passing away of Justice R.C. Lahoti with whom |
had very close relationship and worked together.
Mrs. Ahmadi also joins me in conveying her
heartfelt condolences. We pray the Almighty to give
you strength and fortitude to bear this loss. May
God give the departed soul eternal peace.
With regards,
Justice A.M. Ahmadi
Former Chief Justice of India

Dear brother Lahoti,
Please accept our heartfelt condolences on the
sad and untimely demise of Sr Lahoti sahib. |
had known him for nearly three decades as a
perfect human being and a great judge. Just
about a week ago myself and brother Lodha had
resolved to appoint him as a Presiding
Arbitrator in a big matter. He had expressed his inability to accept the
assignment because of ill health. But one could never believe that the end
was so close. | share your grief and that of the entire family and pray to God
Almighty to grant eternal peace to the departed soul /8 /8 Z8 28 28 24
Justice T.S. Thakur
Former Chief Justice of India
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Dear Bhaisaheb,

| express my heartfelt condolence to Bhabhiji and the

entire Lahoti family. It has been a shock to me and | have

not yet been able to reconcile with the news. It is

extremely difficult to forget Sir's (Bade Bhaisaheb's)

affection and guidance. My whole family feels the same.

We pray for the departed soul to rest in peace. May the Almighty give
strength and courage to the entire family to bear this imm ense loss

Dear Sirs,

On account of the sad demise
of Justice R.C. Lahoti, the
Presiding Arbitrator in the
above arbitration, the
meetings fixed on 28th and
29th March 2022 are
cancelled.

We record our condolences to
his family on this sad loss to
the entire legal fraternity.
Yours faithfully

Justice Dipak Mishra & Gopa

Justice Sujata Manohar (Retd.)
On behalf of Co-Arbitrators
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Dear Sri Devykant Lahoti

It is with deep regret and sorrow that | had earlier sent

two messages to you soon after | learnt about the

sudden demise of your father, revered Justice RC

Lahoti on 23rd March.

I have since been reflecting about my long association

with your father. | have known him very closely over 28 years ever since |
was appointed as CJ of Delhi High Court in March 1994, and since then we
built up a very close association. He had been transferred to Delhi High
Court a few months before | was transferred there.

One of the instances in Delhi High Court, where | felt he deserved a good
opportunity was when I, as CJ, nominated Justice Lahoti as Chairman of a
Court of Inquiry (as requested by Government of India, in connection with
an air crash at Delhi AirPort by a Khazakistan Aircraft.

In that regard, he went to Moscow in connection with opening of the Black
Box and from there, he went to London and returned. He brought a beautiful
pen for me when he returned.

In Delhi High Court, there is a system of joint lunch everyday and each would
bring his own food box but all Judges would be seated on both sides of a
long dining table. During lunch, he sat at the left corner and used to cut
immense jokes and everybody would enjoy.

In Delhi High Court, he wrote some very important judgments and soon
made a mark of his intellectual abilities, knowledge and experience. Great
lawyers from Supreme Court like Nariman, Sorabjee, Venugopal, and then
Attorney General, G Rama Swamy would appear before us in important
matters.

Soon his reputation spread all over Delhi and reached the Supreme Court.
He had profound knowledge of Civil law, and Constitutional law and other
branches and the Bar and Brother Judges were all admiration for him

| went to Supreme Court in March 1997 and Your father reached the
Supreme Court two years later. And we used to meet everyday in the lounge
in the morning as is the practice there.
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Only on one day, we sat together in a Bench, and | told him that | would
write a good Judgment on that day, so that it would go into the Law Reports
forever, and | did write a very important Judgment in one case with him and
it is reported in the law reports.

I retired from Supreme Court in Dec 2000 and went on to head the Law
Commission of India for two terms till August 2006.

It was during this period, he became the Chief Justice of India, and | still
vividly remember his swearing in ceremony in the Rashtrapathi Bhavan and
his touching the feet of your paternal grandmother, soon after he took oath
of office.

While he was the Chief Justice of India, he used to invite me to his residence
often to consult me in resolving some administrative issues. Occasionally,
he would send his draft judgments to me while | was in the Law Commission
for a reassurance about the correctness of those judgments and he was
always correct.

Today, in the Supreme Court and all High Courts his judgments in the
Supreme Court and High Courts are followed and several are landmarks in
various fields.

In Dec 2005, he and your mother attended the Commonwealth Law
Conference at London and | and my wife also attended. Together, we visited
the Buckingham Palace and he took us to an Indian Restaurant for lunch. It
was a very enjoyable and memorable trip.

| cannot forget his affection when he visited my second daughter’s house in
Redwood shores in California, during his visit to San Francisco in spite of his
busy schedule.

Then, after his retirement, we had been together in several arbitration
matters in Delhi and Bangalore for several years and used to meet him for
3 or 4 days every month and we would have lunch together. He would not
touch any item which contained onion or garlic.

He had visited my residence at Hyderabad in 2004 or so and we both
travelled together from Hyderabad to Vizag and attended a big conference.
Whenever | was in Delhi, after his retirement, he would frequently invite me
for Lunch.
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My wife Dr Sarada (who passed away in July 2015) and your mother were
very good friends from 1994.

I now refer to one of his long and most affectionate letters on the sudden
demise of my wife, in July 2015. It gave me great consolation.

To say the least, my best friends in Delhi are your father and Justice
Wadhwa.

He used to ask me occasionally if he should cut down more arbitrations and
| did advise him to do so as health is equally important. For a while , he
refused some new matters but there was lot of demand from law firms to
have him as an Arbitrator and he had to oblige them

He was very charitable in nature, just last July/August 2021, | requested him
to donate some money to a hospital run by my cousin for cancer patients,
who are discharged from hospitals, and this hospital of my cousin would
give free beds and medicines for relief of pain and for palliative care

| was surprised at his charitable disposition when he first sent Rs 5 laks and
then another Rs 6 laks, in all Rs 11 laks. My cousin had sent him receipts for
claiming income tax exemption up to 50% of the tax .

There are so many incidents in my association with him which | remember.
Just ,3 weeks back in March, , he sent an e mail and praised my son , who
has been a judge of the High Court at Hyderabad and he criticised the order
of SC transferring him to the HC of Punjab & Haryana at Chandigarh .in last
Oct

That was his last email to me

His sudden demise is a personal loss to me and | cannot forget his love and
affection towards me and my family members.

Please accept our heartfelt condolences and convey the same to your
revered mother and your sisters and all others.

Justice M Jagannadha Rao (Retd.),
Former Judge, Supreme Court of India

Go to Index Previous Page | Next Page Page | 9




Go to Index Previous Page | Next Page Page | 10




Go to Index Previous Page | Next Page Page | 11




I am extremely sorry to learn about the sad demise of your
brother and One of the most respected judges. | was really
shocked to learn about this.
You must be knowing that we were doing one arbitration
together and therefore | was in constant touch with him.
A very nice and noble person also in addition to a good
judge.
I will talk to you later.
Let us pray for Sadgathi of his Aathma Z§
Justice Anil R. Dave
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I am in agreement what has been stated by Justice Sujata
Manohar. | also express my heartfelt condolences to family
of Justice Lahoti and to entire legal and judicial fraternity

C.K. Thakker
Former Judge of Supreme Court of India

Mrs. Kaushalyaji,
| read the news of sad demise of Brother
Justice R.C. Lahoti.
I have lost a good friend, well-wisher and true
advisor.
Brother Justice Lahoti was apparently a pious
man. He was simple and noble.
May god give you strength to bear the loss.
My physical strength did not permit me to come at Delhi for attending the
funeral.
My heartfelt condolence to you and family members for the sad demise of
Brother Justice Lahoti.
May Almighty give courage to the family members to bear the loss.
| pray for the departed soul to rest in eternal peace and pray that from
heavenly abode, he would send his blessings to the family.
M.B. Shah

former Justice of the Supreme Court of India

Ms. Garima Sharma,
Madam,
| am very sad to know about the sudden demise of Hon’ble Justice R.C.
Lahoti. | offer my heart-felt condolences to the family of HONOURED SIR and
pray Almighty to grant Eternal Peace and Repose to the Departed Soul.
OM SHANTI
Justice (Retd.) M.C. Jain
Former Chief Justice of Rajasthan High Court
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My dear Devikant ji

I’'m saddened to know the demise of our
respected CJI

Please accept our deepest condolences. He was

my favorite Judge in DHC. He gave landmark

judgment on all subjects including in IPR cases
where | was practicing till March 2008. In April 2008 | became judge. |
always used to take his blessings. He was very good human being. Very rare
judge. His judgments on IPR side are referred not only in India but all over
the world. Many judges in WIPO used to talked about him and his
judgments. | will miss him till my end.

If you need any help from my side, please do not hesitate to ask me. You are
just like my son. Pay my regards to his respected wife.

Justice Manmohan Singh
Former Judge, Delhi High Court
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Dear Divyakant ji

I’m very very sad to know of the demise of Hon’ble Mr
Justice R C Lahoti.

He brought me to Supreme Court, gave me an
opportunity to work with him and reposed full trust in me
. Very simple, sincere and extremely hard working, he was
totally devoted to the work. | remember that he used to meticulously
maintain the press clippings and articles which he found to be informative
and were of interest to him. He also gave me opportunity to draft a few
speeches and almost all the Full Court References for him.

Please convey my deep condolences to Mrs Lahoti and other family
members.

May the departed soul rest in eternal peace.

Justice V.K. Jain
Former Judge, Delhi High Court

Dear Mr Lahoti

We are distressed to know about the sad and untimely

demise of brother former Chief justice of India Shri R.C.

Lahoti. He was my senior colleague & noble person. His

passing away is tragic loss to the Country and to all of you.

May God give strength to the family to bear this
irreparable loss and may his soul rest in peace.

Justice C.M. Nayar
Former Judge, Delhi High Court

I am shocked to know about the sad and sudden demise of Respected
Hon" Justice Shri R.C. Lahotiji, ex Chief Justice of India. It is an unbearable
loss. We can't even think of his absence. My deep condolences to him. May
God give eternal peace to the departed soul and enough courage to you
and your family to bear this irreparable loss. Om shanti om shanti om
shanti.
Sachin Kumar Vijaywargiya (Retd.), Member Judge, Industrial Court,
Dr. Komal Vijaywargiya & Family, 114 kailash Park Colony, Near Geeta
Bhawan) Indore
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Justice Geeta mittal, former chief justice, J&K, high court

Requiem:
Tragic news about Justice Lahoti. May his soul rest in peace!
Had appeared before him when he came to Delhiin 1993/94 and came to
know him much better over the years.
He frequently called me to his official residence as CJI to discuss moving
forward with his three reform passions - judicial education, mediation and
computerization of courts.
Very down to earth and an excellent human being, full of compassion as
his letter to the CJl on prison conditions indicates.
Surely, all of us will miss him and his subtle humour.
Justice Madan B Lokur
Former Judge Supreme Court

May his soul rest in peace and may God give courage to family to go
through this difficult time ... Mr lahouti was one of most kindest bravest
and true gentleman | had known ...
Dr Chanchal Singh
B 184, Sector 14

Go to Index Previous Page | Next Page Page | 17




Tribute to Sh. Ramesh Chandra Lahoti, Former ‘Chief
Justice of India’
01 NOV 1940 - 23 MARCH 2022
Chitkara University deeply regrets to inform about the
sad demise of Sh Ramesh Chandra Lahoti, former CJI and
honorary Board member of Chitkara University on 23rd
March 2022.
He joined the Bar in 1960 and rose to the highest Judicial rank and was
appointed as 35th Chief Justice of India from 01 June 2004 till
Superannuation on 01st Nov 2005.
He will be remembered for his contribution to the judiciary specially for
underprivileged.
He was appointed as member of the governing body of Chitkara University
Punjab by Chitkara Educational Trust on 18th Jan 2021.
Hon’ble Chancellor Sir, Pro-Chancellor Ma’am, all faculty and students of
Chitkara Educational Trust convey their heart-felt condolences. We pray to
the Almighty to give the bereaved family strength and courage to bear this
irreparable loss.
May God Rest the departed Soul in peace
Dr Ashok K Chitkara

Chancellor, Chitkara University, Chandigarh

Dear Mrs. Lahoti,
Please accept my deep condolences on the sad demise of
Late CJI Lahoti.
We had a long-standing association with him at the KK
Birla Foundation and enjoyed a great work relationship
with him. Your husband'’s loss will leave a big void with us.
May his soul rest in eternal peace and may The Almighty grant you and the
family the strength to face this big loss.
With deep sympathy,
Shobhana Bhartia
Chairperson & Editorial Director
HT Media Ltd.
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Dumbfounded, can’t accept or believe. Just yesterday, we
were discussing his great quality and capabilities as an
arbitrator. Having worked with him, | also feel a personal
loss.
He gifted me a book about Upanishads. He opened my mind
in that direction.
Yet, we have to accept Gods ordinances. Our heartfelt and deepest
condolences to the family. We pray that his soul is rested with Sadgati.
I’m Shanti.
May God give strength to the family to bear this loss.
Shri Rakesh Chopra,
Ex Member Engineering, Railway Board, He has been co-arbitrator with
Bhaisaheb

This is so shocking to know about Resp. R C Lahoti ji divine soul has left
earthly body. We pray parmaatma to give sadgati evam shanti to the divine
soul and give moksha to great human being. Not only that as judge for
supreme court he honored the chair but along with honoring community,
with his philanthropic services he tried uplifting community at large. On
behalf of Global NRI Maheshwari community | pay respect to the great
personality, who did exemplary services for community and set an example
to be followed with "simple living and great thinking". It was great to have
interaction with him for community well-being or opportunity to share
quality platform for social, national causes. As International coordinator for
"Mein Bharat Hoon", its great feeling that Resp. RC LAHOTI Ji has been
patron guider for the spirit of "Mein Bharat Hoon" (Country should be callas
Bharat) when our team had communication with him. That shows how
much he was naturally affiliated with Bharteeya sanskritee (culture). Resp.
Lahoti ji make us, the community proud. We pray @ parmaatma to give the
extended Lahoti family strength to bear the shock. We hope community can
follow his path guidance for betterment of self and community.

AUM SHANTI
Arun Mundra, Cert PMP,

NRI REP Karyakarini IBM Global Coordination, FSl, ICC, JAGAH,
Mein Bharat Hoon Sangh International Coordinator, Houston USA
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TS SHYBIRIST, BHER Uad &, faftr & faur & wwer forsht &1 a=1 7ot
TdT | U I U1 ® b 310 gRaReHY &) 39 GRe g o g A
@ Y & 3R AT 31en & RR-=Mifd v o3|

3T H gl

YA BTERT
BISS? TU3HH, 3R 3R Tdigd)
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['HE Press TrusT or INDIA LiMITED

Regd. Office: P.T.1. Building, 4, Parliament Street, New Delhi-110 001

Condolence messages from the Press Trust of India (PTI) Board of Directors

Mr Aveek Kumar Sarkar, Chairman:

Very sad. PTI was the beneficiary of his wisdom as was the judiciary. My
condolences to the bereaved family.

Mr K.N. Shanth Kumar, Vice Chairman:

Deeply saddened to learn of Justice Lahoti’s passing away. His contribution to
PTI was invaluable. It was my privilege to have known him and worked
alongside him at PTI. Please convey my heartfelt condolences to his family.

Mr Hormusji N. Cama, Director:

He was our guide , philosopher and friend, an invaluable asset to PTI.
HE WILL BE MISSED.

Mr Mahendra Mohan Gupta, Director:

I am shocked. He was Gem of Person who guided us in All matters. It is a big
Personal loss to me.

We pray for Peace to departed Soul and courage to All his Family members to
bear this irreparable Loss.

Om Shanti Om ***

Mr N. Ravi, Director:

Justice Lahoti’s passing is very sad, he was not particularly old for this day and
age. On the PTI Board, his gentle, sage advice often got us out of several
dilemmas. His contribution in guiding the Supreme Court and influencing
Indian jurisprudence has been immense. Vijay, please convey me deepest
condolences to the family.

Mr Praveen Someshwar, Director:

Shocking and sudden. May his soul rest in peace and our Heartfelt condolences
to the family.

Phone: (011)-23711778 Fax : 23714203 e-mail : cecolfice@pli.in
CIN:Ur4899DL1947PLC103246
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Sorry to know about sad demise of former Chief Justice
of India Shri. R.C. Lahoti sir. He was most respected’
humble & loving person whose contribution to the legal
fraternity can never be forgotten. Please accept our
heartfelt condolences, May his soul rest in peace.

Om Shanti

Rohini Wagh & Family
Advocate Supreme Court
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We are extremely grieved to learn about the sad demise of Bhai Saheb Shri
R C Lahotiji.

He was very close to pujya Babuji and had tremendous respect for him.

In turn pujya Babuji had lot of affection for him and all praise for his
intelligence, legal acumen and simplicity.

All of us in the family pray to Shri SITARAMJI to grant eternal peace to the
departed noble soul and courage to all of you, specially to Bhabhiji to bear
the untimely and unfortunate calamity.

Dr Ashok Shrivastava,
S/o Late Chief Justice Shiv Dayal, Jabalpur

Heartfelt Homage and Humble Tribute to Justice R.C. Lahoti

“Death ends a life, not a relationship,” is what
Mitch Albom says in his true story about the
love between a spiritual mentor and his pupil
(Mitch's book titled ‘Tuesdays with Morrie',
lovingly captures the simplicity beyond life's
complexities).
Justice R. C. Lahoti, the 35th Chief Justice of
India was neither a typical chief Justice nor an ordinary human being. He
was truly a blessed soul. A paradigm and embodiment of integrity,
intelligence, simplicity, humility and clarity of thoughts.
Let me share some of many unperishable memories and thoughts about
him, which I hold close to my heart. | got to know him at a personal level in
2003 in course of a legal and public policy development project. As | was a
non-litigation lawyer, there was never to be an occasion to appear before
him. Thus the relationship | shared with him became entirely informal and
somewhat personal and peculiar. We had several sessions of frank and
candid discussions. His approach in decision making was driven by logic, and
the quality or ideal of being just, impartial and fair. He was aware that none
in the human race would ever rise above criticism. He accepted every
commentary, whether complimenting or being critical on his verdicts, with
equanimity.
On the personal front, | remember once when Justice Lahoti was the sitting
Chief Justice of India, he and Mrs Lahoti, and Preeti (my wife) and |
coincidentally happened to be on the same international flight. He was
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sitting in the first row and we were in the fourth row or probably fifth. After
take-off, he got up from his seat for some reason and noticed us. He walked
up to us and offered and ensured Preeti to sit in the first row, which was a
VVIP seat with more leg space etc. And for more than half of the journey, he
sat next to me and we discussed everything but law. His presence of mind
and humility was unmatchable. He was also an ardent listener. He
considered any knowledge or information as wealth. He was not an
impulsive responder or reacter. He would never indulge in loose talk or
criticism. Rather, he will compliment wherever he found an occasion to do
that. He had gratitude galore.

I have also had the honour and privilege of travelling with him for many
conferences and events. He was a very strict vegetarian and there were two
occasions when we were in Bhutan and Pakistan for some events, and
getting vegetarian itself was a challenge let alone dishes without onions etc.
But he was so patient and humble in those situations. His food was cooked
in Pakistan at Lawyer Mehmood Mandviwala's home strictly as per his faith.
Justice Lahoti and Mehmood became close friends, thereafter. While in
Bhutan, the Chief Justice of Bhutan then Justice Soman Tobgye being
another example of personification of humility, took utmost care of Justice
Lahoti at that time of his visit after learning about his meal preferences per
his faith.

After Justice Lahoti retired as the Chief Justice, | was the first one to engage
him professionally for an expert legal opinion. And the legal opinion, he
gave had such an in-depth application of mind with the articulation of
contents par excellence. The academic legal opinion was for a large MNC
conglomerate, and with utmost integrity, he made it very clear that his
opinion will proceed with a particular understanding of his mind, which may
or may not suit the querist's conjectures. For him, his conscience was his
glory.

Since his retirement, | met him on several occasions but post 2018, my visits
can only be labelled as personal meetings. We discussed several dimensions
and the schools of thought of spirituality. He showed me his entire library of
books relating to wisdom, spirituality, religion and even scriptures. He was
doing a lot of reading of ancient scriptures of different geographies and
civilizations. He advised me repeatedly to take out 1-2 hour(s) each day to
read about philosophy and all religions and their teachings. He said this will
help me in finding the real fundamentals of life and work ethics.
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He had many offers to take up high positions including constitutional, after
his retirement. But he was a man who could never be caged. He was a man
who wanted to soar to the greater heights of wisdom and spirituality, and
for him, that was the eventual accomplishment. He kept on doing several
arbitrations on the sidelines, and at the same time, | also saw him declining
briefs of professional work. He was selective. His priorities were well
defined. His aspirations were grounded.
"I will always have this special bond with you, Sir. You put me on the path
of spirituality or should | say, you brought me face to face with the reality
of our existence. | will forever be indebted for showing me this path of
wisdom."
With lots of love and respect.
Hemant Batra (Hekbat) Corporate Lawyer &
Public Policy Advocate,
Vice President — SAARCLAW

Sir, please accept my heartfelt condolences on the sad demise of your uncle,
Sh. R.C. Lahoti. As a judge in the SC and later as CJI, he was held in the
highest esteem by one and all for his gentleness, humility and soft-spoken
approach towards the lawyers. | pray that the Lord Almighty gives him place
in His abode and strength to the family to cope up with the irreparable loss.
/PP
Vinay Mohan Sharma
Advocate, Delhi High Court

Former Deputy Advocate General, High Court of Punjab and Haryana

We are shocked to learn about the sad demise of respected Uncle/Sir. We
all join in prayers for his last journey being smooth to the Abode of Lord
Almighty. Our sincere prayers for the whole family which has been left
bereaved due to his sad sudden and unfortunate demise.

Please do let us know if we could be of any assistance at any time. Please
convey our prayers to all. With regards.

Vikas Chatrath
Advocate
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3{TeRufig YIS Ted 4T SR A1 1ed Sff Bl WA T THER JADR
T 8 3l TS 88 HIE T8 s cafdkied 3 4+ A 37 ST Upal , RIUSY,
A, TAFGRT Td 16 Tgdl THRd URdT AR TS T HRe
Siferaar vd =fies T § ufig o 3R 1S u1gd 3 oue uRar & It
37T WTAT 3R sl vt ot g Ud e Afada o Uil &1 Al ST
SIS B et ot e i it ATgie! offt b (U=t GoiH HIC & aaprerd B
&1 91 Dl ol [aod Hifcd 7 UG UTS TTET P AR0T I IR Faid g T
o &R A Wia feu & feameid it St STuewT Td 3udh GRaR &I
TEIM YA Sitad B1ad | B+t T8t Yol Tobdl § 3R IR Ay o § fob
FH H 31U T 3MTUP URAR & B TS, 39 g6 i gl H 3R 317 Juft
IRER SH& B 3 IR g g H ! Wfad TaH B R TRAMAT
TRAR HTE TR B 310 &t TR0 & R A Y pU1 B3|

o 4t peom

Sh. Jaigopal Saboo
Advocate

TR IRY 3HTeRuiTg T o aradfd oR.3T. drgict off & Wi ar &1 WaR 4
H s g, sgagdi gl sl o i g A S8 ara g3 2, 361 14 T
H TR TP SHA BT STaTd VT 7| T I8 3T 79-UH1RI T "33 B
" & fqdie SrdwH § g smHfd #R 6T oT, df 3614 38d R Jaid
ST T 3 9 T e} Ui} 3R 19-UHIRId QA HoH &1 del, dabTd 34
38 g Holl ol I 30T IRR BIS & T fa ugel faics 22 Ard &1
et 78 ot <ifoe I8iA T sy i 8t B e o a7 sRawi &1 3d
ST & TR AfGHTd Sita § T8 Sgd-1a &fd g

A ATRIcT St 3 Dife & fagH &1 7 Had it fos ag Johd P &
A SIfeq IR, Sfewn Sneadrss & o Sa! fagar &1 w[ig #7 w1 g1 I
2018 H IF T} Wfifad Uep1RId TRad "Jog HI gl § ? R R gIar g »
THTRId g ®1 At df 7 39 I § o1 foh qRdes &1 URara 14 ford » a@ W
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3ffa e &, fo 8 o 35 a9 Jd Y S[ST § MR U1 YIS AT §, Sike ™ fgelg
374 UTEE G (BTG 815 DIc o Yd <), ¥ 8- =i &1 At iR 3
UST fob frTR URaTaT foRaTaTg ST ? 21 debTel SiRey TTRIet |Ied &l
1 g | A & ey 7 o1 | 79 fewid e ficd oifte areidt Sit 9
AT IR §1d Bt dl 54 J&ID Bi Uighaid W Dl BTl T HIg dob
iffg ot Argict St 3 uighat uet Sik go faeeh o 9 gad &1 URdTaHI
forg R Taifa ot eIt ot A g &t 2| e UahTiRId 8H R 351+ wWd
3D GHIH BIC & -1 01 &1 98 Jxad He di ot 3R I
T U3 bl 3 BIRds 1T fored ferar o1 i Jedes o1 Sidieft Taror +t g
ElEHY
WA B¢ & I Rey 9§ Res 81 IR WA Siey agIct off & &R
TrreT & S U F=ITd & 1Y 3! R 7T 3R Hel senfdre Tt gt
ot
™R 9 I A "G 9 gl & ? bR T8It 82" & T o S5 ot fera
YT, 98 U110 § | Tar & gd YRR Sfia # W6 §U, 3= 98 WP F1d 6
IH1 YT, S Hg & 0T d UYTd ST gl & |
I o § ST RIF Rad g3 €, 98 ST WR1 81 o bl | I8 GHRM T
ST |
T 3oR I farc wan & fop off et oft &t Shtare &1 wifd UM a1

o faarst

Senior Advocate, MP High Court

TRH 370 ot Sy 3R T ATRICT ATed BT edaidm TH- ol fafd S
& forg ue srqufiy aifd gle simuss UdgRies oty ok fafy &= A ahrar
IR &1 T IR a1 IRAsR I U1 a1 g o Toa=ia quareT &l
3T & TRON A Y UM HR IRGRSH 3R Jogui fAfy svra &1 98 g9
e B P! Wfad U™ e 3 =ifd 1 L L, A

faTa R,
af¥y Sifireaerdr, §av
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Respected Sir
| was very saddened by the news of the death of HMJ justice R C
Lahoti. Please accept my sincerest condolences on this terrible loss. |
will always remember HMJ R C Lahoti for his wonderful sense of
humor in the Court Room. All those events are running through like
movie.
He will remain my Memories forever.

S Washim A Qadri Senior Adv New Delhi.

Sir, Heartfelt condolences from myself and my family for sad demise
of (J) Shri R. C. Lahoti Sahab. | lost the occasion to meet him
personally, but | had heard great things about him from my Late
Father. May the almighty give strength to all to bear the grief. May
Soul rest in peace.d\
Justice Milind Phadke,
Judge MP HC, Gwalior
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Today's (25.05.2022) Hitavada Jabalpur,Indore,Raipur and Nagpur
edition Article by
Mr. Gilda, Senior Advocate Raipur

Go to Index Previous Page | Next Page Page | 33







Go to Index Previous Page | Next Page Page | 35




Go to Index Previous Page | Next Page Page | 36




Go to Index Previous Page | Next Page Page | 37




3T T BHYd B

TG §Td B o & 8H

S & U] TR T & 8H

30 EHHW e bl ST IeTehl TR §6TY gU B &H
3fmafeieTht & gHRY, JRMT 3 gurRt, fewa o guR,
3{TIH! TR U &R B ITC; R § BH

3T fSHT 1 1T © T8 9

3T TRUN H U U TH, 3MTTb RN H Td d THT

Mrs Neelima Lahoti

T & fdaR -

Yo HISATE 3fd 3H gHATH 81 6, I [0S §UUeh HIg I 3§y
BT B | fobeg T 31T 4t 78 9T Wi R T PR @1 8 | 3 Uit &b IR
o g faaR I gt o 9T & fob YIS es ¥ 4@ dd & |

3 IR A W S H 3 YHRIaH! - 9gd IR fFaR 9, TTar g fb ga
it I8 3101 FST UTS & AU I3, D! TTERTS Bl 7 I U | T A
I 3R od fudrell & G uT fagdM 3, d Ud ca Gev a1 o |

31rat ot erordl B ol o AT g o @I & o Sfiad & 31t ga arel
<IUes 3fa R Bl T § 7R SR B ST 81 el il © | Harfaa o
Arfexi 3@t ad SETH U1 a8 3d Hel Ha|

# 3R U §1d Hg af ATaT U & 916 I T9UA Hod HIRUTed d
3fTexuar HTHISl o ST TR T HE &1 2fida s H M | g3 oewd
ST SaTE Gt Bt 7 URAR & SR TR ST 19T Fewun &t o1d
@I, UOT ¥ QR 3T | S o Ul 97 Fo1, 39 HIsaed g wnifish &
STRAY &t 360 YHPT G 6 |

fIaR 9gd 317 §, 3R Halfid d g1 3| QY Siia- &1 TGRT Bl | 3fd
TG I A1 BT Riifch g b Teh HHT A ST g | 3id T 4R I Tgl
1T o T 3a T2 TS & ofia 1 5o 1 37U ot H SaR Tl
TR Sita Afes g1 e |

Om Prakash Lahoti (younger brother)
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From Anjana Palod (younger sister)
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fa=Te sreciorett J), For dRe THaR A Hed gU STeTS I Il feaMan] B
U PRl &, Sib I UBR A% FHIS 1 Gl {UHa) & Sila A
Ry ArfeRH * faudy oM SHe auT Y kd gd e,
de e Sexuny & IARRIGS Aglet......

Tl , fagd feayd, Sieyd aaqd Hal & U1, oo fofeT TR i
R R 2t A & 3FHIS I, JagRid fias , 98w U
aie UG ®I Ayt = o STagje o 3 s Hfddd U = oI faat
foRIvarsii o A UgaM od 3 |

3{1eRuftg o JOIgSH ARICT & dRded A HTg 4R THIS Ty THTSl T |
3{ToT 3T G ST JATS Bt SR g1 gt 8 |

fSTaTETE & ARy Yad B U HRihH & SR, Jeial & 4t Sff ART0
ot & T I fire 1 S fiyer U119 <= v IHa Syl ARl
fagaTgd 81 ST o7 | fASeTe & SHfid 39 ArHifoies HRichH & gRMF
argad fagr it AreIet St A S19= W1 ST 6 ARTIUT off HI fagdT, TRerdT,
T AT JaT 3M1fe T (YT TS Sarr AT, ot gt 3 off WRuig 81 39
g e § IS ot sy efa gt g |

SopmT Sfert

TRAMNTT TRAR J It vl 8 ot wy favTd quaret o e fiwrona
R

i IR 7:

AR THTS G AEIC) URAR WR g ot ST 3T 8, 3¢ g Wred
PHECR

4. AreIcten &I yraguf sear gue SHtd HRaT g |

3T AR 35,
PPN Hed Hew fad HRAG ARy Her YT, fAemvETe,

Telangana
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T feaqeria off argict, | fad I o M-t YdgT e Rl § Ud
S e HRdl g | AT U 4 & gTToR dl 781 81 Gl i1 3 dard
T (3fcdier) ARSI T §1 Wiad ged & A St drgic! & e
W%ﬁmwwwsﬁﬂ%%aﬁ T 4T 3R I Pt aolg
ﬁﬁmﬁyﬁquﬁ%wawﬁqwﬁ%ﬁﬁwwaﬂﬁwlo
T & STG 31T g | 4t SO SN Q1ed hl dadad i Jgl o7 fdh 3R Sqaur
T B B! Iole T 3P TF 3R IRAR 3 U g it fHara
VI R g1 I8 Ghd dl GART heiod g [ 89 T 37 UMY STah 38 3fR
IR ST XY BT 3FIHT T b URaR & 1 g & o Srar @1 g |
SOH TS Ego a1 X1 ANGY | TS 3 S| P! ATG HRd gY 3! H o
R ged W TATR, ﬁ&mﬁ&ngsﬁaﬁ%uﬁﬁmﬁﬁlmﬁﬂ
3R 3T TR T 3T TS e et & Ry g i U Hr Rt oA
g1 O ot uar 78t ot # IRy sreRuity off W St & 9gd IR faaRy
P! TG Td b Hl F avid g1 Ty 3 30 o TR0 & FaT 91
W TR A e R

Y gaTpa L QL QA Y

SR S,
iGN dea Yo f@w HRET Ay veryyT, fAemHmETe,

Telangana

3TN HIRS g,
gl 3l Sif & GBI BT GHER SHHR 3d g:4 gl

oy ygioifer siftfa v g, TRH O tRATAT I U1 vl § fob T3
3l il DI fae HTet o o Rif Td 3o =Rl B R U R U4
3G Gt UG 1 39 et g8 Bl Fg- R B Lfdd UM DR |

d&i= ATy,
o1 gfafa gow,
Jfad HRdadfa Ay AT
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My sincere Homage to late Hon'ble Retd. CJI Shri R.C. Lahoti Sahab
In my opinion He was one of the most. Humble, Uncontroversial, Unbiased,
kind-hearted, Intellectual JUDGE of APEX COURT of India. During his tenure
he delivered many good decisions in favour of society, but me admire one
decision most which he gave in favour of all LTT/CTT surgeons those who
are performing St OP to control the population of India.
We all surgeon will remain in debit to him forever for this judgement. His
one most demanded decision. Provided the most needed IMMUNITY to all
Surgeons. In his verdict he said that the Risk of Failure and post op.
Complications are INHERENT in all male/ female and other Surgical
procedures and that the risk cannot be OBVIATE despite due care n caution.
And any surgeon cannot be held responsible for Failure or for post op
Complications. This single decision has been passed in 2005 and became the
land mark in the history of medical Profession, we all surgeons will always
remain in DEBIT to him for this kind gesture. Incidentally | want.to recollect
that my PUFA, late Shri Indulkar Daji Sahab and my Aunty and his whole
family had a close Acquaintance with Shri Lahoti Sahab. when he was
residing near to their bungalow which was situated opp.to famous
Achaleshwar Temple (near LLB College) Gwalior.
He was very decent neighbour and always remain helpful to their family. He
will always remain in our heart as a kind Noble person. May GOD Bestow
all the courage to family members to bear this uncompensated. great loss.
May GOD give his departed SOUL rest in HEAVEN.

Dr D.C. Mahadik

Gwalior / Indore

| am saddened to know the demise of Hon. Lahoti sir. It is great loss to
society in general and community in particular. Such human beings are
rarely blessed to society in centuries. May the divine soul rest in peace and
God give strength to Lahoti family.

CA Shivkumar Malu

Latur/Pune/Thane

Shriyut RC Lahoti 's family members,
Parampita parmeshwar shri rc lahoti saheb ki punya atma ko shanti
pradaan kare aur aap sabhi ko dukh sahan karne ki shakti de.
om shanti shanti shanti

Uday Raje Gawande, Guna
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Madam Lahoti
Just now I read about the sad news. | am shocked - a great judge, a kind and
humane judge, a great soul. | remember meeting him for the preface of my
book and his contribution and advice. We have been exchanging our Diwali
and new year greetings since then. | would now miss those and him
considerably. | feel proud to have blessings of a great and a humane judge.
May God, bless him and let his rest soul rest in peace

D.P.Mittal

The news of sad demise of Justice R.C. Lahoti Chairman (2014-2017) of the
Citizenship Development Society (CDS) has given a blow to CDS and all
Members of the Governing Council are deeply distressed due to his passing
away.
On this sad occasion, the President, Members of the Governing Council and
General Body of the Society convey their heartfelt condolences to the
members of the bereaved family and pray to the Almighty God to bestow
peace on the departed soul and give strength to the family to bear this
irreparable loss.
Om Shanti! Shanti! Shanti!

Citizenship Development Society,

Mayur Vihar, Phase 2, Delhi

Just came to know about sudden sad demise of Sh RC Lahoti. Shocked to
hear the sad news. May the Almighty give peace to the departed soul and
strength to the family to bear the great loss.

S.P.S. Jain

Our heartfelt condolences to the family of Hon'ble Justice R.C.Lahoti.
Regards,
Abhay Itagi, Principal Associate,
D.N. Road, Fort, Mumbai

Deeply socked and Saddened hearing the news of sudden demise of Hon'ble
Justice R.C.Lahoti Saheb- an Eminent Jurist, Great Human beings & Symbol of
Ethics, Values and Humility. Our family has great Admiration for him. Our
Deepest Prayers to the Almighty for the Peace and a place in the Heaven to the
departed Noble Soul and Strength to the family to bear such irreparable loss.
Dr. Afroz Ahmad and Begum Sadiya Lodi, Bhopal
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We are deeply saddened with the demise of Hon'ble Lahoti sb. In 1988 when
his lordship was elevated | met him as railway Magistrate Jabalpur and got
so much affection and his lordship always treated me as a family member
during his posting at Jabalpur later on. We lost a great judge and nice
human being. Our heartfelt condolences from the bottom of heart and pray
for peace to departed pious soul and courage to you and whole bereaved
family to bear this great loss. RIP

Mrs Abha Mishra & A.K.Mishra, Bhopal

Shocked to know the sad news of Resp R.C Lahoti ji. He made Guna to be
recognized at Supreme post. No one could match stamina zeal compassion
courage enthusiasm to serve the society Words will fall short to explain his
personality | have yet to meet someone like him Always for others.
Vinamra Shradhanjali

Kanti Sharma & Dr H.O. Sharma

Jai Shree Krishna,

We are extremely sorry to hear about the passing of Shri Rameshchandrayji
Lahoti. He was a source of positive guidance and motivation to not only the
Maheshwari Samaj but all of society and all the lives that he touched. His
wisdom and guidance will be missed by all of us. | was blessed enough to
meet Shree Lahotiji a couple of times and all my interactions with him were
full of positive guidance. We all wish that his soul rests in peace and Lahoti
Family finds the strength to deal with the loss.

Om Shanti /}, ff}’

Ramniwas Mandhani Yogesh Mandhani, President

Karyasamiti Sadasya Steel Rerolling Association of

ABMMS Maharashtra, and all of
Mandhani family

Extremely shocked to listen about the sad demise of respected Justice R.C.
Lahoti.
A person of rare qualities, humble to the core, highly professional as a
Judge, pride of Indian judiciary. A very effective speaker.
May God confer peace on the departed soul and give strength to the us and
all the near and dear ones to bear this immense loss.
Om 3% Shanti.

Manohar Mamtani, Bhopal
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Respected Jija ji,

So shocked to know about the sad demise of Respected
Bhaisahab...He was the pride of whole of our family n whole of the
Maheshwari samaaz.... his demise is loss to everyone in the family n
samaaz... and this void can not be filled...

We pray to almighty to give strength n courage to u and all family
members to bear this irreparable loss... n may God bless his
soul..Om Shanti.. J\ J\ &

It is just unbelievable that he is not with us now...He was such a
pleasing dynamic soft spoken personality... pride for all of us... m
just short of words to describe his great personality...He did lots n

lots for the upliftment of the society n for the people of our

society...H GTYdd ITH! THT PRATE 3R UY I ITD! AT B
) R SR o1 e U] 1 98 g @) aE) @ Wi 4 e
TG YN FRAT .. T WA PP AAD

Raju n Dolly../\ Kasganj
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My deepest condolences on the passing away of Respected Chief Justice
Lahoti Sahib. My father, Dr. L .M. Singhvi had the highest regard for him, his
values and ethics, his eloquence and oratory, his knowledge and wisdom,
and most of all his humanitarianism. We have lost a most distinguished Son
of India and also a great well wisher of our family. May god grant you the

strength to bear this irreparable loss.
Abhilasha Singhvi

Letter to Lahoti Pariwar
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Adarniya RAMESH BHAISAB KE ACHANAK NIDHAN KI KHABAR SUN KAR
HUM SABHI ACHAMBHIT AUR DUKHI HOGAYE. EK MAHAN HASTI HAMARE
PARIWAR SE HAMESHA KE LIYE PARLOK CHALI GAYE. PRABHU BHAISAB KiI
ATMA KO SHANTI DE. HAMARA JAJU PARIWAR AAP KE ES DUKH ME
SAHBHAGI HAI. "SRI KRISHNAM.SHARNAM MAMHA.".

RAM.JAJU Kolhapur

[ ] ]
v

_Q_L:L\E T ey a Qq-renf huumom Tgau?o
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_La.l.,&)_(:ﬁlL!L j—u»-\c\ elennol proce. H-O—a fiC’me‘

da g berdaned
O(S\r% emmb\ Mﬂk

Pranaam sir,
Deeply saddened by your loss. | know nothing can replace a family
member. Sending my heartfelt prayers your way and for the dearly
departed soul. May he be blessed and be rested in peace. Sending loads of
strength your way.
Kind regards,
Prisha S Bakshi
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We are shocked to learn untimely demise of Shri R C Lahoti. We pray
almighty to grant
Peace to his soul and give strength to the family to bear this
irreparable loss.
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Miscellaneous flashes in print and social media
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2022(3) M.P.L.)) Article 9

Justice Rameshchandra Lahoti was born at Guna in the State of Madhya
Pradesh on 1-11-1940 in the family of late Shri Ratanlal Lahoti, freedom fighter
. and a very renowned advocate of Madhya Pradesh and was known for a very
high degree of idealism in the legal profession. Late Shri Ratanlal Lahoti was a
strong Gandhian and I was informed by the Ex. Chief Justice of Chhattisgarh
High Court that from his youth till his death, Late Shri Ratanlal Lahoti had only
used Khadi. Justice Rameshchandra Lahoti had his primary and secondary
education at Guna i.e. his native place and took degree of Bachelor of Commerce
(Hons) from famous R.A. Poddar College of Commerce and Economics,
Mumbai. He took his law degree from Holkar College, Indore and his law
teacher in those days was Late Surajmalji Garg, Ex Advocate General of Madhya
Pradesh. Justice Rameshchandra Lahoti was awarded a gold medal for securing
first position in university. Late Mr. Lahoti started his career in 1961 with his
father at Guna and took first lessons of law from him. After putting in more than
15 years of practice, he was recruited to higher judicial service and was posted as
District Judge in Ambikapur, which is presently a part of the State of
Chhattisgarh. After a period of less than a year, he resigned from higher judicial
I services and commenced practice before the High Court of Madhya Pradesh,
! Gwalior Bench in the year 1978. Justice Lahoti commanded a place of pride in
| the profession. A specific mention made by Ex. Chief Justice of Chhattisgarh
| about one of his qualities was that when he had started working in the High
Court, he was never seen roaming in the corridors but used to be seen in the
library of the Bar Association at Gwalior and never wasted his time in gossiping,
chitchatting with members of Bar. As will be seen from the law reports, he
lappeared in many civil, criminal, constitutional, taxation and labour matters.
{Looking to the qualities he possessed, he was elevated as Judge in the High Court
gof Madhya Pradesh in the year 1988. Thereafter, in 1994 he was transferred to
I Delhi High Court.

As a Judge he became extremely popular amongst senior advocates, junior
advocates and amongst his brother colleagues on account of his simplicity,
dedication, hard work and endeared himself to all. Even though Justice Lahoti
had put in 10 years tenure as a Judge in the High Court, the collegium of
Supreme Court selected him to be appointed as Judge of Supreme Court of India
and he was swom in as such on 9-12-1998. I had an opportunity of appearing
before him on more than three occasions while he was heading the bench and
also had the fortune of assisting the senior counsels in many matters before him.
Justice Lahoti was appointed as Chief Justice of India on 01.06.2004.

So far as the legal acumen and the language employed by him in authoring
judgments is concerned, the same is self evident from various law reports which
are replete with his numerous judgments on varied subjects like civil/criminal
law, taxation and other matters right from Madhya Pradesh High Court, Delhi
High Court and lastly in the Supreme Court. I must say that while dealing with
' cases, he decided them with firm conviction and inside Court when he was
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dealing with parties appearing in person, he handled the matters with ease and
excellent Court craft. )

One of the notable judgment which must be noticed while paying tribute to
Late Justice Lahoti is Shamim Ara vs. State of Utar Pr adesh, where pe
confidently held that in Muslim Law there is proper P“‘C"d“"’_ for Talaq and tha
unless the respondent proves meticulously compliance with the prescribeg
procedure, the claim of having divorced the wife cannpi be accepted. Thiq
judgment was delivered before two decades and after a per iod of about 15 Years,
the law regarding Triple talaq was declared unconstitutional by the Constitution
bench of Supreme Court. This tribute cannot be complete without noticing
another important judgment delivered by him few days before his retirement
while leading a Seven Judges Bench. The said Constitution Bench had upheld the
constitutional validity of cow slaughter ban in the State of Gujarat. The Apex
Court in the case of Mohammad Hanif Qureshi vs. State of Bihar had held that
the total ban on slaughter of she buffalo, bulls and bullocks (cattle or buf_falo)
after they ceased to be capable of yielding milk or of breeding could be said as
unreasonable. The Apex Court in 1996 in the case of Hashmattullah vs. State of
Madhya Pradesh had struck down the law imposing ban on slaughter of bulls,
bullocks in the state of Madhya Pradesh. These decisions were overruled by
Seven Judge Constitution Bench in the case of State of Gujarat vs. Mirzapur
Moti Kureshi in 2005. I had personally listened to some part of arguments
canvassed in this case by Dr. L. M. Singhvi, Senior Advocate.

Judgments by Justice Lahoti were written in a simple language which can
be understood by common man, law students as well as lawyers practicing at
mofussil places. His verdicts were never worded in such way that it is not easy to
understand what is being said. I am constrained to offer critical comment on one
of the Judgments delivered in the recent past in the year 2016. The opening
paragraph of judgment begins with a convoluted sentence running into 73 words
and one has to read the same a dozen times before understanding it, words
sometimes are more baffling than illuminating. Therefore, there has been
growing demand for simple phrased judgments. Brevity, simplicity and clarity
are the essentials of good judgment-said one of the famous English Judges. The
foreign Judges and legal experts feel that essence of judgment should not get lost
in the language. This could not be said about the judgments authored by Justice
Lahoti since none of judgments authored by him were verbose. According to one
Australian Judge, very few Judges have good command over language. Justice
Lahoti always felt that judgment should always be to the point and not enriched
with flowery language and complex sentences. If a Judge gets lost in the
language, the Judge loses the grip over the main issue.

During his }enure as a Judge of the Supreme Court of India, ome
controversy regarding the stnkfe by Judges of Punjab and Haryana High Court
had arisen in t'he month of April, 2904 when Justice V. N. Khare was the Chief
Justice of India. The case was being heard by the Punjab and Haryana High
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O e by ot Chicf 11 Bi9N regarding the Fores; i Club and it was

no;;eagues had accepted thlIStlce of Punjab Haryana High Court that two of his

ot S T eem:mbership of the club and he had called for an

;;gges of Punjab and Harfa:z; ltlkne:tg s o o Clet U, S

they went on leave in thirg 81 Court had resorted to one day protest and

Week of April, 2004 and th i
i s € protesting Judges had
resumed their work after the Supreme Court intervened inI:he mattsr. Drg. APJ.

Abducli Kzl:‘:é ‘:}fo:henl President of l“fiia expressed his anguish over the conduct
of Judge a letter to the Chjef Justice of India as regards the anguish

expressed by him over the matter, Immediately, . : :
N. Khare swung into action ang tiad Y, the Chief Justice of India Mr. V.

i called the three Judges for discussion and
had told them th.at their actions had caused irreparable damige to the judiciary.
After Justice Lahoti took over thf_: charge of Chief Justice of India, the then

his retirement when questions were put to
f Justice lacked leadership quality and made
blic statements and silently went on briefing
e Chief Justice should have quality to make

breach of code of conduct, made pul
media. He further observed that th
and not to break up the institution,

At the time of retirement of Justice Lahoti on 28-10-2005, fortunately I had
an occasion to remain present in Supreme Court for some matter and since I was
fascinated about the life style, working and nature of Justice Lahoti, I was present
in jampacked Court hall of Chief Justice. As per the convention in the Supreme
Court, on the day of retirement of Judge; the Attorney General, President of Bar
Association etc pay their respect to the retiring Judge. The then Attorney General
Mr. Milon Banerjee who had turned 77 said, “As a representative of the young
members of Supreme Court Bar Association and the Law Officers of
Government of India I wish your Lordships a healthy and youthful life after
retirement”, The Chief Justice of India responded with a smiling face on the last
day of retirement and told Mr. Banerjee, “Mr. Attorney General, how are you
representing the young members of bar at the age of 77 and Attorney General in
lighter vein responded that I am young at heart and therefore, have every right of
fepresenting the young members. The man commanded tremendous popularity
because of his behaviour and gentle nature amongst juniors as well as senior
members of the Bar. 4

After his retirement I again met him at Raipur on 31-10-2006, since he was
to come there for delivering a lecture on 1-11-2006 in some function. In
Conversation which I had with Justice Lahoti on 3.1-10-2006, he revea]efl one
thing that the Judge’s upbringing, education, family background, experience,
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convictions, beliefs, moulds his philosophy and ideology. But every Jygo.:
instincts is to remain impartial, neutral. Still there may be “acquitting Judgeﬁe §
“convicting Judges” or “strict Judges” or “liberal Judges”. It depends upon tl?r
philosophy of Judge. Subconsciously there may be inclination towards pero 5
philosophy but consciously Judges stick to the law and I can say w;jy, ﬁnal
conviction after making research of his judgments delivered for vast perj, dm’
time, Justice Lahoti sticked strictly to the spirit of the law and under the Ruise of ‘
judicial activism did not legislate, which trend perhaps has increased in the fec;;f‘
times.

If there was one thing about Justice Lahoti, it was his eloquence, oratorica]
dexterity which was mesmerizing. It was remarkably impactful because the
words seem to flow from his heart. Each sentence crafted with just a right degree
of complexity was often followed by a pause, pregnant with meaning allowing
the audience to digest what he had said and then next followed by another volley
of sentences which gave the punchline. But paradoxically Justice Lahoti was also
of a man of few words. He was a lawyer for two decades, a Judge for decades
and half occupying the highest public office and yet in all of this there was one
part in him that was transcendent making him less the participant and more a
observer. I could notice that he was gifted by Goddess Saraswati and it will not
be exaggeration to say that Goddess Saraswati had gifted him with such mastery
over the languages whichever he used that every word he uttered had a definite
sense and the audience could be spellbound by his speech.

Obviously in our own country, we have legion of Judges. They invoke awe
above all the Judge is one who thinks about institution only
and not his personal life. The Ex. Chief Justice of India M. N. Venkatchalaih, the
Bhishmapitamah of Indian judiciary who is treated as next to God and respected
by everyone in society and revered by the legal circles. Justice Lahoti can be
compared with him, both can be said to be good human beings with compassion
and having quest to do justice to the entire Republic of India.

After his retirement in 2005, Justice Lahoti was requested by Government

of India to accept the post retirement assignment but he politely refused to do so

and was of the firm belief that the Judges should not hanker after the post
retirement assignments. The merit of Justice Lahoti was recognized and his skills
in handling commercial matters Was known to everybody and therefore, he was
appointed as an Arbitrator in a Arbitration Case between the Government and
Vodafone Company involving stakes of Rs.20000 crores. ‘ o

Justice Lahoti had sent a clear message to the members of higher _]udlcu:lry
that no incident of corruption shall be tolerated and anyone prone to C'Orr.uptlon
shall not have any place int stem and that one has to strive for achieving the

he sy:
high degree of confidence and professionalism. While paying glorious tribute to
Justice Lahoti, former Chief Justice o

f India, Justice R. M. Lodha, said that “His
tenure as Chief Justice of India was marked by the way he carried all colleagues
along with him and ho

and respect and of

w all decisions were taken with consensus”.
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Justice Lahoti had produced number of illustrious juniors who contributed
a lot to the legal fraternity of Madhya Pradesh and one of his juniors, Justice
Jitendra Maheshwari has also been elevated as the Judge of Supreme Court of
India in the year 2021,

_ Even after completion of the age of 75, Justice Lahoti was devoting much
of his time for spiritual activities and social work and during time of outbreak of
Covid-19 pandemic, he had participated in the webinars and enlightened the legal
fraternity with his vast knowledge in several subjects. Since he had special
attachment for the of commercial capital of Madhya Pradesh, Indore; he had
donated handsomely to a charitable trust for the social cause of the hospital for
children and he had also requested the President of the Trust not to disclose the
same till the time of his death.

Justice Lahoti thus is an amalgam of philosophy, humanism justice and
law, who had made his heartful mission to bring to indigent millions of India
social and economic justice through instrumentality of law. With fiery and
inspired determination, he tried to alleviate the suffering of mankind and enable
every man, woman and children to leave with full dignity as their birth right.
Justice Lahoti has gone and gone forever. The person of learning gentleman and
virtue whom liberality had seasoned is no more. The legal fraternity of India has
lost one of the towering personalities and his resonant and firm voice shall be
heard no more. It is said that in the depth of anxiety of having to die there is an
anxiety of being internally forgotten. Justice Lahoti will not be forgotten; his
words and deeds will be remembered, emulated and everybody shall cherish his
memory.

BOOK REVIEW

Hindu Succession Act, 1956 — By S. A. Kader, Revised by D. P. Dey,
Former Judge, High Court of Calcutta — The first edition of the book Hindu
Succession Act, 1956 was authored by Shri S. A. Kader in 2004. Keeping in view
the demand for the book, the third edition has been brought out by the publishers,
thoroughly revised by Shri D. P. Dey, Former Judge of High Court of Calcutta.

The work being the true successor of its earlier edition, covers all the
important and critical issues relating to subject such as ; sources of Hindu law,
disqualification of a widow from inheritance, a Hindu widow whether can be a
karta, effect of non-performance of essential ceremonies of marriage, right of a
child in womb, presumption of simultaneous death, stridhana property inherited
from relatives, maintenance of a female, suit for partition by son against parents.

Original Hindu Succession Bill 13 of 1954 has been incorporated in the
book. Synopsis of the legislative history under every section has been given for
ready reference. Due to demand of society, Hindu Succession Act was amended
and the law relating to intestate succession among Hindus has been codified. All
those developments have been reflected in the present book. An outstanding
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Crossing paths with Justice RC Lahoti:
A memoir

Justice Lahoti logged in to an arbitration moments before he left us for the heavenly abode,
exemplifying the definition of a true karma yogi.

RC Lahoti

Bharatendu Agarwal

Published on :

29 Mar, 2022, 9:08 am

6 min read

[ had justreturned to India after interning at the Singapore International
Arbitration Centre (SIAC). Hot on the heels of completing my Stockholm
University LL.M. with an arbitration specialization, [ was actively
searching for core opportunities. Having gone to Sweden right after
completing my degree at National Law University, Jodhpur, this was
going to be my first job. Who knew that former Chief Justice of India
Justice Ramesh Chandra Lahoti would be the one to give me my first
break?

My reluctance to work in a firm, coupled with the lack of institutional
opportunities, left limited options. One possibility was to work as an
assistant to an arbitrator, as a Tribunal Secretary. But how was I, a first-
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generation lawyer with no connections in the legal fraternity, going to
find an arbitrator, particularly when the country’s arbitrator community
was a close-knit circle of retired Supreme Court and High Court judges?
[ began with the standard operating procedure of finding email IDs of
arbitrators in Delhi NCR and dispatching impassioned cover letters. As
an alternative strategy, 1 also extracted the office addresses of the
region’s most sought-after arbitrators.

At that time, Justice Lahoti’s name was in the news on account of being
the government’s nominee in the Vodafone arbitration. I realized that
out of all the leading arbitrators, Justice Lahoti’s office was the closest to
my Ghaziabad residence. [ decided to take a shot in the dark and present
my candidature to him, in person!

One fine morning in January 2015, I turned up at Justice Lahoti’s
residential office in Noida. | was attended by the soft-spoken but firm
Janaki Ramachandran, Justice Lahoti’s long-term secretary-cum-steno.
After expressing her disapproval and astonishment at my audacity of
turning up without an appointment, she indicated that Justice Lahoti
had gone for hearings and that no vacancy was available at that juncture.

A couple of weeks later, [ got a call from National Law University, Delhi
(NLUD) regarding a job vacancy posted on their website to which I had
applied a few months earlier. The vacancy advertisement in question
was titled ‘Requirement of a LL.B. Graduate’ and simply described that a
retired judge of Supreme Court was looking to recruit a recent graduate
having an interest in arbitration. Imagine my disbelief when I was asked
to present myself at Justice Lahoti’s office for an interview! He had
routed his requirement through the NLUD website to reach a wider
audience without disclosing his identity.

The next day, [ suited up, took printouts of my published blog pieces and
reached his office. Justice Lahoti conducted the interview himself. The
last question posed was regarding salary. [ shared that [ was willing to
work under his tutelage and that the remuneration aspect could be
discussed at a later stage only if he found my work satisfactory and up
to the mark. Many months later, Kaushalya ma’am, Justice Lahoti’s wife,
told me that this answer had edged my candidature over and above
other candidates.

Thus began my year long association with Justice Lahoti. | was suddenly
catapulted into the epicentre of ad hoc arbitration in the national capital.
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Seated next to Justice Lahoti in his Volkswagen Jetta, we used to travel
across venues ranging from Neeti Bagh Club to Indian Habitat Centre to
various hotels across Delhi to chair arbitration hearings from morning
to evening.

On my first working day, I vividly remember the feeling of butterflies in
my stomach upon entering his basement office, which stored all the case
files and records. It was a moment of truth for me. I realized that a once
in a lifetime opportunity had come my way and [ had to make the most
of it. From that moment onwards, I had only one singular goal - to learn
as much as I could from one of India’s foremost legal luminaries.

[ received more professional exposure, personal development and even
spiritual awakening under Justice Lahoti than what I received for the
rest of my entire life combined. Professionally, I became privy to
complex high quantum disputes being argued by lawyers like Promod
Nair, Nakul Dewan and Ritin Rai, and Senior Advocates like Dushyant
Dave, Gourab Banerji and P Chimbdaram, engaged by top tier firms
like Amarchand, Luthra, Trilegal, in front of luminaries like Justices AM
Ahmadi, AS Anand and GB Patnaik. It is difficult to quantify and put
into words the lessons and impact of being in the same room with such
stalwarts. Personally, I learned to be more humble, polite, patient and
committed to the society and family. Spiritually, [ became aware of the
concept of Infinitheism.

[ was wrong to think, upon relocating from Delhi, that my association
with Justice Lahoti had ended. Fast forward four years, | was situated in
Islamabad and serving as Assistant Director at the SAARC Arbitration
Council (SARCO). Having already been in Pakistan for a year, my
parents' desire to find a suitable marriage match for me had moved from
desperation to hopelessness. When the point regarding my office’s
location and my remaining there for the near foreseeable future had the
effect of sending chills down the spines of ordinary people, imagine the
reaction of those parents who had to mull over the idea of marrying their
daughter and sending her off to live with me!

By March 2020, COVID-19 had struck. One of the unusual side effects of
the lockdown was the reinvigoration of matchmaking efforts. This led a
family to reach out to my parents through a common connection. Turns
out the family hailed from Guna and lived in the same neighbourhood as
that of Justice Lahoti’s ancestral home. Their NLSIU graduate daughter,
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Shivi (now my wife), had performed a thorough background check on me
through Justice Lahoti’s extended family. Apparently, Justice Lahoti had
vouched for me as a man of character and high morals! Not even in their
wildest dreams could anyone, let alone myself, have anticipated that
Justice Lahoti would be instrumental in making possible the best thing
that has happened to me on the personal front.

Jump to August 2021. My SARCO contract was about to end and [ was on
the lookout for opportunities. I learnt through the grapevine that Ajay
Thomas, then Director of School of Law, Manav Rachna University
(MRU), had moved on and that the institution was looking to recruit
faculty for courses in arbitration. Being UGC NET qualified and
possessing a penchant for teaching, I applied to MRU. During the
interview process, it came to light that Justice Lahoti was on MRU’s
School of Law’s Advisory Board! I believe that having served under him
instilled faith in the senior recruiters that not only was I competent, but
was also someone who understood the Vidyantriksha’ philosophy.

My last personal interaction with Justice Lahoti happened a few days
prior to Diwali. I had gone to present him with a token of gratitude on
MRU'’s behalf. Despite not having met or interacted with me for almost
6 years, he expressed the same warmth as he used to when I was
working as his junior. The nostalgic meeting ended with him blessing
me to achieve greater heights of success.




Justice Lahoti had been under the weather since January. After a brief
period of precautionary hospitalization, he returned home and was
doing fine. Despite being hospitalized again earlier this month, his vitals
were pretty much stable, and he was attending hearings virtually from
the medical facility. In fact, he logged in to an arbitration moments
before he left us for the heavenly abode, exemplifying the definition of a
true karma yogi.

He leaves behind a lasting legacy. For somebody like me, who had no
background in law, no mentor and zero guidance from any quarter,
Justice Lahoti was a guardian angel. His demise is not a personal loss just
for me, but also for all other youngsters whose lives he touched and
influenced. He will always remain in our prayers. May his soul rest in
peace. Om Shanti.

Bharatendu Agarwal is an Assistant Professor at Manav Rachna
University.
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Justice R.C.Lahoti
(Nov 1, 1940 — March 23, 2022)
Former Chief Justice of India

Justice R C Lahoti started his career by joining Bar Council in District Guna
in 1960 and was enrolled as an advocate in 1962. In April of 1977, he was
recruited directly from Bar to the State Higher Judicial Service and was
appointed as a District & Sessions Judge. Soon he resigned in May 1978 and
reverted to the Bar for practicing in Madhya Pradesh High Court. He was
appointed as Judge in Madhya Pradesh High Court on May 3™, 1988. Later
he was transferred to Delhi High Court on Feb 2", 1994. He assumed the
office as Judge of Hon’ble Supreme Court of India on Dec 9%, 1998. Later he
became Chief Justice of India on Junelst, 2004, and served the post till Oct
31 2005.

Honours Conferred

e On 12-10-2006, Rani Durgawati Vishvavidhyalaya Jabalpur
conferred the degree of Doctorof Laws (Honoris Causa) in the
august presence of H.E. Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam, President of India.

e On 26-11-2006, Dr. Manmohan Singh, Prime Minister of India,
presented him with National Law Day Award, 2006 for his unique
contribution in the field of administration of justice making it
more friendly to the people at large.

e On August 22, 2007, Lok Jagran, Tulsi Shodh Sansthan, Allahabad
decorated him with ‘Goswami Tulsidas Samarohan Samman’.

e On March 2, 2008, Vikram Vishvawidyalaya Ujjain conferred the
degree of Doctor of Laws (Honoris Causa) in the august presence
of H.E. Dr. Balram Jakhad, Governor of Madhya Pradesh and H.E.
Sh. Naval Kishore Sharma, Governor of Gujrat.

e On Julyl8, 2008, Shri Ramayanam Trust, Shreedham Ayodhya
decorated him with ‘Shri Ramkinkar Samman’.

e On Feb 21, 2009, Shree Rajeev Lochanam Trust, Jabalpur
decorated him with 'Swami Shree Akhandanand Saraswati
Alankaran, 2009, for being a visionary in the field of Samskaar-
Srijan, Sanskriti-Poshan, Sewa-Samarpan.

e On March 1, 2009, Shree Sadguru Swami Akhandanand Memorial
Charitable Trust, Varumaal (Gujrat) decorated him with the
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national honour — 'Shree Bhavbhaveshwar Rashtra- nidhi Ratna'
for exceptional contribution made in the field of judicial reforms
and upholding constitutional rights of citizens of India.

Conferences attended

e Fourth Indo-US Legal Forum Meet held at Washington and San
Francisco in October 2002.

e Law-Asia Conference held in Tokyo, Japan (August - September
2003)

e SAARCLAW Conference held in Karachi, Pakistan (February 2004)

e Biennial Conference of International Law Association held in
Berlin, Germany (August 2004)

e Yale Law School Seminars on Global Constitutionalism (2000,
2003 and 2005)

e The Eighth SAARCLAW Conference held in Paro, Bhutan (June
2005)

e 14" Commonwealth Law Conference in London (September,
2005)

e Worldwide Common Law Judiciary Conference of Chief Justices,
at Washington USA (December 2005)

Association with Trusts and Charitable Societies

Go to Index

ParamShakti Peeth, Virndavan
Mannat Maitri Charitable Trust
Sri Satya Sai trust Indore
Friends of Tribals Society

Aatm Jyoti Avasiya Dristi Heen
Kanya Vidhyalay

Shri Ji Gausadan

Sewa Bharti Madhya Bharat
Sanskrit Promotion Foundation
Ved Vidhya Peeth, Pushkar
Ananda Kendra Gwalior
Vivekananda Needam

Hare Krishna Movement
Vrindavan
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Manav Rachna University
Maharshi Vedvyas Pratishthan
The Press Trust of India Ltd.
The Himalayan School Society
Sri Aurobindo Education society
Arya Samaj, Vivek Vihar Delhi
Mothers International School
Shri Aditya Vikram Birla
Memorial Vyapar Sahayog
Kendra

Citizenship Development
society

Etava Hindi Seva Nidhi,
Allahabad
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Notable Judgements

e Jacob Mathew v. State of Punjab & Ors. [(2005) 6 SCC 1] (Medical
Negligence)

e Javed v. State of Haryana [(2003) 8 SCC 369] (Two-Child Policy)

e Re'ln the Matter of 'K' A Judicial Officer [(2001) 3 SCC 54]

e State of Gujarat v. Mirzapur Moti Kureshi Kassab [(2005) 8 SCC
534] (Cow Slaughter Case)

e Sanjeev Bhatnagar v. UOI [(2005) 5 SCC 330] (National Anthem
Case)

e In Re' Noise Pollution [(2005) 8 SCC 794] (Restricting use of
loudspeakers)

e Vithalbhai (P) Ltd. v. UOI [(2005) 4 SCC 315] (Premature Suit)

e Sudhir Engineering Company v. Nitco Roadways Ltd. [1995 (34)
DRJ 86] (Marking documents as exhibits)

e Gurdial Singh & Ors. v. Raj Kumar Aneja & Ors. [(2002) 2 SCC
445] (Consequential Amendment)

e Siddalingamma & Anr. v. Mamtha Shenoy [(2001) 8 SCC
561] (Amendment of Pleadings)

e B.P. Achala Anand v. S. Appi Reddy & Anr. [(2005) 3 SCC
313] (Right of deserted wife to live in husband's rented premises)
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